
Features Article on the Southern California Tennis Association website. 

Established in 1993, the Neighborhood Junior Tennis 

Program (NJTP) is the pride of El Cariso Park and the 

neighboring Sylmar community. The facility is located in 

the northeast section of the San Fernando Valley. 

Much of the credit for the success of NJTP, over the years, 

is due to the effort of the husband and wife team, Steve 

and Barbara Sotura-Tscherne. The couple are in their 

22nd year of NJTP service, for the non-profit 501(c) (3) 

community tennis program with the goal of “improving our community and the lives of kids through tennis.” The 

program’s motto is - “From the courts to college.” 

“We are currently at 122 kids, and have a really strong and thriving program,” said Steve Tscherne, the NJTP Board 

President. “We start the kids as young as three and we charge very little. We have never turned anyone away for 

not being able to pay for lessons.” 

Tscherne, who is one of eight teaching pros offering lesson to youngsters for NJTP, said the program has a few 

players currently competing for intercollegiate teams both in Southern California and out of state. “We also have 

about 25 kids playing tournaments and several of them play No. 1 for their high school teams,” he added. This 

includes four-time CIF champion Sarah Nuno who will play next year at California State University-Fullerton on a 

tennis scholarship. 

In 2002, the NJTP was named the Southern California Tennis Association Member Organization of the Year, which 

is a rarity for a non-profit group. Before that, the Tschernes were honored as the SCTA Family of the Year in 1998. 

Tscherne said NJTP hosts USTA Play Day events, along with special one-day “Lightning Tournaments” once a 

quarter. 

There is also a fitness component to each lesson. “At first the kids can’t believe that they have to jump rope and 

do push-ups,” Tscherne said. “But, it’s really helped and it’s very important. We work on core strengthening, do 

sprints and spend important time on fitness.” 

A big event that the NJTP program relies on each year in order to raise funds to pay for coaches, tennis balls, 

equipment and other expenses is the St. Vincent Meals on Wheels Walk/Bike-a-Thon event in Santa Monica. The 

20th version of the event will take place on April 26, 2015.  Each participant who raises between $300 and $500 

in donations will have their costs for the event covered. 

Tscherne added NJTP also benefits from the Riviera Foundation, a group with the Riviera Country Club in Pacific 

Palisades, which donates time and money to help fund the program. 

Besides Tscherne, the current NJTP Board of Directors includes Ali Ordoñez-Vice President; Barbara Sotura-

Tscherne-Secretary and Anna-Alicia Araujo-Treasurer Ruben Mejorado is also a Board member. Melanie Bischoff 

and Philip Siordia are advisors. 

To contact the organization, e-mail njtp4kids2009@yahoo.com or call (818) 294-2671. 

Link to article: http://www.scta.usta.com/tennis_news/njtp%E2%80%99s_home_is_el_cariso_park/? 

To make a Donation to the NJTP Program, go to: www.njtptennis.net 
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